Glomerular tubular reflux--a morphologic renal lesion associated with the hepatorenal syndrome.
The hepatorenal syndrome, a primary cause of death from acute and chronic liver disease, consists of a functional renal failure whereby examination of the kidney has previously shown no distinct or specific morphologic change. We describe an unusual renal lesion consisting of the reflux of proximal convoluted tubular epithelium into Bowman's space. An autopsy series shows this glomerular change to be present in 71.4% of cases with the hepatorenal syndrome, while only present in 0 to 27.3% in other autopsy categories (p less than 0.001). Since this lesion has been previously described with experimental renal ischemic change and terminal hypotension, it is possible that it is caused in part by the decreased or altered renal blood flow known to be associated with the hepatorenal syndrome.